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ABSTRACT 



This report, which draws from numerous previous 
Harcum reports, summarizes the entrance status, development, and 
achievements of Harcum students from 1962 to 1970. (MS) 
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HARCUM JUNIOR COLLEGE 

BRYN MAWR, PENN A. 19010 



In Perspective 



WHEN THE question is answered - "Has the student learned?" (i.e . what can 
the student do after being taught) - we approach the central idea of educational 
accountability which, simply stated is, "does teaching cause learning?" 

PROFESSOR DAVID Reisman of Harvard once commented - "a college must be 
tested by its products; the most obvious product being the alumni." And at Harcum 
these two dimensions of teaching /learning are viewed as die obverse surface of the 
educational coin. If the student has not learned, it could be said that little or no 
effective teaching has taken place; and if there has been learning one should be able to 
determine (measure) what the student achieves after the learning . 

INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH is like a stethoscope. It permits one to listen in’ 
on the Vital organs’ of the college. Foi Ithough no one can take the ultimate weight 
of decision-making off the shoulders of management, the more management knows about 
how things really are, the lighter the burden will be, 

THIS SUMMARY report, which draws from selected Institutional Research Reports 
(IRR’s) and published Office of Research articles (from among the 293 issued since 
1962), focuses upon the entrance status, development, and achievements of Harcum 
students and graduates . Through the data-based observations which follow, an attempt 
has been made to present salient educational facts relating to a decade of learning for 
some 5008 Harcum students . 

THE IMPLICATIONS of these findings are considered important in projecting 
the probable calibre of on-coming ’generations' of Harcum students, as well as 
achieving a better understanding of the student-oriented benchmarks which reflect the 
pragmatic results of Harcum ’s educational philosophy . 

THROUGH THIS institutional-research-and-information program, effort has 
been made to communicate college -related information to college constituencies; clearly, 
concisely and convincingly . Copies of this report may be obtained from the Office of 
Research. 
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After Harcum - "What? 



EACH SUMMER since 1962 , Harcum graduates have been polled to ascertain what 
percentage were accepted for advanced standing transfer at 4-year colleges and universities. 
The progressive and sustained increase during this decade is clearly reflected in the 
following tabulation . 



1962 = 24% 

1963 = 22% 

1964 = 24% 

1965 = 26% 

1966 = 46% 



1967 = 44% 

1968 = 40% 

1969 = 43% 

1970 = 53% 

1971 = 49% 



IN DIRECT support cf the transfer-success record reported above, a study in 
1967 among 43 Harcum seniors enrolled in transfer curricula revealed valuable information . 
"One means for evaluating educational progress is to measure changes in academic 
achievement. A measurement method frequently utilized is to test students in terms of 
their academic abilities and achievements, both before and after completion of a program 
of study. Two such tests, the Sequential Tests of Educational Progress (STEP) and the 
School and College Ability Test (SCAT) were designed for this express purpose - to 
evaluate educational progress." (1) 



MEASURED IMPROVEMENT in the STEP achievement areas averaged 19% and 
in the "Total’* score of the SCAT it was 12%. "In accordance with the rationale of the 
SCAT, the 'Total* score provides the best single indicator of academic capacity level . 
Therefore, as compared with the levels of their performance as entering freshmen, 
these differences for the group evidence an improved probability for success in their 
further collegiate educational endeavors . "(2) The remits of .ore" and ’’after" 

follow-u study therefor** suggest tf w. those skills and abilities measured by the 
SCAT and STEP consistent educational progress is achieved by Harcum students 
successfully completing a two-year transfer curriculum. 

****** 

"THIS IMPROVED level of performance for 43 Harcum graduates <sf 1967 is 
further rejected in comparing their post-Harcum academic success with the average 
academic achievement of Harcum graduates of 1962-1970. (3) 

1967 Grads 1962- 1970 Grads 



Ba ccalaureate degrees earned 


79% 


22% 


WcEiidng for masters degrees 


52% 


U% 


Plan to work for doctorate 


14% 


• 9% 



(1) HLai, Jr., Boris, "Measuring Educational Progress Through ’Before* and 'After* 

Testing . " PSYCHOLOGY, Vol. 5, No. 2 May 1968. p.39 

(2) Blai, Jr., Boris, op cit p. 41 

(3) — — — "Evaluation of Harcum 's Effects on Student Achievement . ” 

PSYCHOLOGY, Vol. 8, No. 2. May 1971 p. 76 
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A RELATED study regarding the educational progress of Harcum 'transfer* 
curriculum graduates revealed among 49 such alumnae who earned baccalaureate degree s 
the following quality point averages (on a 4-point scale) which they earned at other 
colleges and universities . 

1. Business-Home Ec. (B.S.) = 3.2 4. Romance Languages (A.B.) = 2.4 

2. Teacher Training (B.S.) = 2.7 5. Biological Sciences(A»B.) = 2.2 

3. Humanities (B. A.) = 2.5 6 . Overall Averages = 2 .6 

"IT WOULD therefore appear evident that Harcum students who complete transfer 
curricula are receiving a two-year preparation which effectively prepares them to 
successfully articulate into four-year collegiate programs." w 

IN ADDITION, "although the sample is small, it is of further interest to note 
that among six Harcum liberal arts graduates who successfully earned both baccalaureate 
and master’s degrees, their M.A. earned averages were substantial" as the 
following tabulation indicates. 



Harcum Aver. M.A. Aver. Harcum Aver . M.A. Aver. 



3.4 




3.1 


2.6 




3.0 


2.7 


= 


4.0 


2.8 


= 


3.0 


2.4 


SB 


3.1 


2.4 




3.5 



* * * * * * * 



A STUDY among a sample of 45 Harcum graduates in various curricula who 
graduated with baccalaureate degrees during the three year period, 1964-1966 revealed 
that 27% earned baccalaureate averages higher than their Harcum averages; 15% earned 
the same average; and 58% earned lower averages . Among those graduates in Harcum 
"transfer" curricula, better than 50% earned the same or higher baccalaureate averages. 

ONE MAY evaluate the adequacy of junior college preparation for the competition 
encountered in senior colleges by comparing grades earned before and after transfer . 

It is to be noted, however, that levels of academic difficulty and complexity c-nnot be 
considered strictly comparable among the diverse collegiate institutions . Therefore , 
no claim is laid for a single grade-point average scale applicable to all . 

HOWEVER, pragmatically, it is of value to note the results actually achieved by 
Harcum graduates among these institutions: 42% earned baccalaureate averages equal to 
or higher than those earned at Harcum, while 58% graduates with baccalaureate degrees 
earning lower averages . In total , over 400 collegiate institutions in 197 1 have either 
accepted Harcum graduates with advanced standing or have advised Harcum that they wall 
consider Harcum -earned credits for advanced standing . 



(4) Ibid p. 41 

(5) IRR 67-15 "Baccalaureate Grade-Point Averages For Harcum 

Graduates" Harcum Junior College (Mimeo) 1967 
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TOE NUMBER of Harcum graduates accepted for advanced s tan di ng transfer 
increased from 7 reported in 1962 to 131 reported in 1970; a nineteen fold increase. 
This data reported must be considered ’’unestimates" since not all colleges contacted 
furnished information; nor do all Harcum graduate s who transfer with advanced standing 
apprise Harcum of this fact. 

* % # * * * * 

FOLLOWUP STUDIES during the five-year period 1964-1969 indicated the 
employment of the following percentages among a sample of 530 alumnae listed 



alphabetically by Harcum curriculum: 

1 . Early Childhood Education^ 91% 7 . Liberal Arts = 82% 

2. Elementary Education = 78% 8. Medical Assistant = 100% 

3. Executive Secretarial = 100% 9. Medical Secretarial = 100% 

4 . General Studies = 80% 10 . Medical Technology = 100% 

5. Journalism = 100% 11. Physical Education =65% 

6 . Legal Secretarial = 100% 12 . Retail Merchandising = 90% 



THESE STUDIES further revealed that in response to the question - ’Do you 
feel your courses and experiences at Harcum helped to prepare you for your role in 
community life?’’, the following percentages, listed alphabetically by Harcum curriculum. 



answered "yes’’; 

1. Early Childhoos Education = 81% 8. Medical Assistant 8 75% 

2. Elementary Education = 75% 9. Medical Secretarial = 44% 

3. Executive Secretarial = 57% 10. Medical Technology = 80% 

4. General Studies = 60% 11. Physical Education = 100% 

5. Journalism = 100% 12. Retail Merchandising = 70% 

5 . Legal Secretarial = 50% 13 . Speech & Drama = 100% 

7 . Liberal Arts = 70% 14 . Visual Arts = 50% 

****** 



THE MOST recent polling of the May 1971 Harcum graduates revealed the 
following information, supplied by 72% of the 178 graduates: 

"(1) 49% report acceptance for college transfer (the 2nd highest percentage 
reported; exceeded only by 1970 graduates rate of 53%). This rate compares favorably 
with the 43% transfer r ate for 1962-1970 Harcum graduates. 

(2) 39% reported immediate employment at starting salaries varying from less 
than $300 to $600 monthly . 

(3) 6% report marriage 

(4) 7% report seeking employment 

(5) 4% indicated they were 'college -shopping’ 

"SINCE 70 May graduates did not respond to the questionnaire by the end of 
August, it is entirely reasonable to presume that the degree of reported educational - 
employment "success” represents a conservative statement . Unquestionably some of the 
mavericks who evidently are constitutionally -opposed to responding to mall questionnaires 
would also appear among these "success" statistics, had they responded. 





